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are connected, and remain, dear and honored brethren, on behalf of the 
Committee of the Congregrational Union of England and Wales, 

" Yours faithfully, 

" Robert Halley, d.d., Chairman. 

"Benjamin Hanbury, Treasurer. 

" George Smith, 7 „ , 

,, -o . ' > Secretaries. 

" Robert Ashton, ) 

ENGLAND AND AMERICA. 

We have just received the following admirable address sent by the Baptist 
Union to America, in accordance with the suggestion of the Committee of 
the Peace Society : — 

to the baptist churches in the united states. 

Beloved Brethren, — In anticipation of the Annual Session of the Baptist 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland, which has, on several occasions, ad- 
dressed to you fraternal communications, and under the pressure of circum- 
stances which do hot admit of delay, the Committee of that body, by these 
presents, venture to express to you their sentiments, well assured of the 
hearty concurrence in them o r all their brethren. 

The immediate occasion of our writing to you, is afforded by the grave 
aspect of international affairs, and more particularly the reported danger, 
more or less imminent, of the rupture of pacific relations between the United 
States and Great Britain. The varying hues of public intelligence we have 
watched, not with lively interest merely, but with a deep anxiety ; and we 
feel unfeigned pleasure in the prospect, which at one time appeared, of the 
entire restoration of cordiality between the two Governments ; but so much 
ground of anxiety seems yet to remain, that we deem it our duty to give ex- 
pression to our sentiments, in earnest deprecation of hostile proceedings. 

War, always the source of crimes and miseries which defy description, is 
especially to be deplored when it breaks out between two such nations as 
Great Britain and the United States. It is not only that our common origin 
gives it almost the character of fratricide, and that our extensive commercial 
intercourse renders it mutually calamitous to an unusual degree, but, more 
particularly, that our common religion stamps it with an aspect of cruelty 
without parallel. For not in name only is the religion of the two countries 
common. Many are among you, of different names, who worship God in 
spirit and in truth ; and to these many hearts of kindred piety in Britain 
cordially respond : so that a war between the,<e two countries is almost 
inevitably a war between Christian brethren — a murderous and deadly strife 
between those who are one in Christ Jesus. Our inmost souls recoil from 
such a possibility. We aive you the assurance, beloved brethren, that we 
have no wish for war with your country; but that, on the contrary, we 
earnestly desire and pray for the continuance of peace. 

May we not believe that you cherish the same sentiments ? As Christians, 
you love us, and. cannot wish to be shedders ot our blood. And may we not 
hope that a bond of attachment, so strong in itself and extending so widely, 
shall have some influence in preventing either the excitement or the diffusion 
of feelings out of which hostile measures might otherwise be evolved ? God, 
in his mercy, grant that this may be one of the fruits of that pure and un- 
defined religion by which he has graciously caused our countries to be 
respectively distinguished ! 
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Accept kindly, dear brethren, this utterance of our hearts. Be assured of 
our sincere Christain love, and our fervent wishes and prayers for yourselves 
and for your country. 

Signed by order of the committee, 

Stephen J. Davies, Chairman. 
Edward Steane, D.D., > &cre , an - es 
J. H. Hinton, M. A., ; ^secretaries. 

London, February 14, 1856. 



A LETTER FROM THE PACIFIC ISLANDS. 

From the Islands of the Pacific Ocean, which have truly become pacific 
islands, we have just received the following letter from the Rev. Titus Coan, 
who has before appeared in our columns. It is long, and our limits will not 
admit the whole of it ; we give all that is most important or interesting. 

" Hjxo, Hawaii, Dec. 4, 1855. 
Rev. G. C. Bechwith, D. D., Secretary of American Peace Society. 

My Dear Brother, — Enclosed vou will see a Bill of Exchange (No. 1) for 
$100, on F. & G. R. Taber, of New Bedford. With this draft, the native 
church at Hilo, redeems its pledge for $100, towards making out the sum of 
$500, as a premium to be awarded, by a competent committee, for the best 
history of the present European war, to be published so soon as may be, 
after the close of said war. We earnestly hope that the $500 will be made 
out without delay. Should this expectation fail, and should the gift of our 
poor Hawaiian Christians not " provoke to emulation' their more enlightened 
brethren in America, then we again pledge ourselves to make up what is 
lacking on their part, whether it be 1, 2, 3 or $400. If left by our American 
friends to make up the last mentioned sum, ($400,) we will try to do it in 
yearly instalments of $200 each. But I trust this work will not be left to us, 
for your Christian community cannot afford to allow the Hawaiians all the 
blessedness of the act ; for as the words of the Lord Jesus are true — " It is 
more blessed to give than to receive." 

To me it seems incredible, and not more so than painful, that nearly the 
whole Christian world are either indifferent to the cause of peace, or open 
advocates of war. How is it, that ambassadors of the Prince of Peace can 
so misunderstand the life and teachings of their divine master ? And how is 
it, that a renewed heart, filled with the love of God, can entertain the feelings 
and advocate the doctrines of " wars and fightings ?" Have old things passed 
away with such Christians, or are they yet carnal ? 

Be of good courage, my brother ! God knows your toils and your cares ; 
and He will never forget your work of faith and labor of love. He will never, 
never, leave thee. 

Dec. 5. — We have heard of the " glorious victory" of the Allies at Sebas- 
topol. Need I say that a chill of horror crept along my nerves, and a cold 
death-shudder swept over my soul at the tidings. Not that I sympathize with 
haughty and stubborn Russia ; but that war and carnage are abhorent to my 
heart. While Protestant, Papal and Mahomedan bells are ringing merry 
chimes ; while music and mirth and the giddy dance filled festive halls ; 
while booming cannon sent their rolling echoes from hill to hill ; while glad 
banners waved in the pure breezes of heaven ; while martial music and 
martial tread resounded in the halls of princes ; while the loud organ thunder- 



